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Moderator’s Message
As the heat of summer arrives, the Church Council is beginning to sweat the small stuff, which
when added all together constituted the well-run ministry of Plymouth Church under Roger
Lynn’s leadership. During the transition to a Designated Term or Interim Pastor (and even
during the first months of a new Pastor’s leadership), members will need to take on some of the
responsibilities and tasks that Roger handled while we weren’t looking.
Roger left us a long list. We don’t know exactly how to accomplish it all. Although we have
volunteers for some of these tasks, YOU may want to help or take on one or more of these tasks
that Roger did, such as:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Update Facebook
Manage and update YouTube Channel
Set up streaming of worship services
Plan worship services (hymns, readings, prayers)
Find worship leaders
Open and close church on Sundays (lights, sound system, candles, etc.)
Plan Breakfast Under the Big Sky (with Cathy Campbell)
Interface with UU’s, Daycare, and other building users
Learn to set up the canopy…and other things

By now you may know that Dave Donaldson is leaving. Not only has he helped us in countless
spiritual ways (as a worship leader, singer, and provider of meals for God’s Love), but he has also
served as the church’s janitor. If you know someone who may be interested in cleaning about
five hours per week, please call me!
Please remember the Council and the Interim Search
Committee in your prayers as we move through a
summer of change. We must all work together to keep
Plymouth functioning as our spiritual center.
Blessings, ~ Jan Clinard

Office Hours

Wednesdays: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Thursdays: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
All others by appointment.

Getting Up from the Couch: The Post-Covid Church
(Part II A summary of the 2021 Initiative “Who’s Watching The Donkey? The Post Covid Church” which will appear in full in the
January 2022 Annual Report.)

Did you notice the Wumo cartoon (by Wulff &
Morgenthaler) in the paper on Sunday, May 23? Just in
case you missed it, the big, burly guy is facing the
video camera and standing behind a well-worn living
room sofa. He says:
“All right, I can see in the comments that my
video about how to do crunches was too
complicated. So today I’ll teach you how to get
up from the couch…”
Perhaps we are truly “post-covid” now that the blue tape is down, distancing and mask
requirements are relaxed, and Plymouth people are slowly, cautiously emerging.
Like Wumo’s cartoon, I can see that instructions about how to face a new church in the postcovid era, may be just too complicated. But we can get up from the couch, one leg at a time, move
forward with optimism and a willingness to be part of the solution. In the post-covid church, in
our church that finds itself in search of new spiritual leadership, our church that must say good
bye and God’s speed to dear and valued Plymouth friends this summer, you must be the one to
make a difference. Get up from the couch, because God is still speaking and there is much to do.
~ Jennifer Jeffries Thompson

Work of the Interim Search Committee
The Interim Search Committee continues to meet a
couple of times a week, reviewing profiles, interviewing candidates, checking references and thinking
prayerfully about our future spiritual leadership. Because of strict confidentiality requirements, we are
not able to talk with you specifically about the wonderful people who have expressed interest in Plymouth. But we can assure you that our choices are
good, and that we are moving forward with energy
and optimism.
After Roger leaves at the end of June, we will undoubtedly be in need of summer pulpit supply until
our next pastoral candidate is in place. To that end
we are pleased to say that an exciting proposal is before the Worship and Search Committees. At this
writing we cannot say much, but the plan will be
made known to all before Roger’s departure. Stay
tuned; it’s pretty extraordinary!

Roger’s Mandalas
There are many things we are going to
miss about Roger. We have enjoyed
over these past several years his beautiful photographs of Montana landscapes, flowers, and natural elements.
He has graciously agreed to provide
four “mandalas”, printed on eighteeninch metal squares, each representing
a season under the Big Sky. With the
Council’s blessing the photos will be
displayed outside the sanctuary along
the east wall in the hallway. Yes, we
will miss Roger and all of his great talents. Perhaps this will be one small
way we can celebrate the time he was
with us and remember fondly his gift
of photography.

Notes from the Journey . . .
The book of Ecclesiastes says, “For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven.” We have now arrived at the season for
saying goodbye. Six years ago, when I first arrived at Plymouth to
preach my “candidate” sermon and you called me to come be your
pastor, I didn’t know how long I would be here, although it was clear
that I was closer to the end of my career than the beginning. As
someone said to me recently, “We knew you weren’t a spring chicken.”
That having been said, it feels like it has been a good run, and I am
grateful for the opportunity to have shared this time with you. And now things are winding down.
This will be my last “Notes from the Journey” article as your Pastor. In a few short weeks I will be
preaching my final sermon. Then a new chapter will begin, for me and for you. There is simply
not enough time, nor enough words, to adequately express all that I am feeling right now –
excitement at the new possibilities unfolding before me, sadness to be saying goodbye to so many
good and caring people, relief in letting go of the responsibilities I’ve been carrying (especially in
this last very challenging year), delight at the prospect of being in close proximity with my beloved
partner after so much time apart, and humility at the amazing honor it has been to be your pastor
these past few years and to so many more over the past 40 years. In these final few days, as I
prepare to take my leave of you, please know that I am more grateful than I can say. I look
forward to sharing just a bit more time together before the last goodbye. And then…we will just
have to see where life takes us. A couple of months ago, right after I announced my retirement, I
wrote a poem which I titled “A Retirement Poem.”

what comes next?
the first things
that come to mind are
rest & play & family
a time to grow more fully
into who I am becoming
after that we shall see
what comes next
Thank you.
— Pastor Roger

(keeping my feet firmly planted in the flow)

a



Robin McKinley who graduated from Project for Alternative
Learning. Pete is one proud dad!



Will Wright who received his PhD in Environmental History from
MSU. Will is the son-in-law of Brad and Robie Culver, Carly’s
husband and Bradley’s dad.



Charlotte Dike for her music on Montana PBS.



Karmen Williams upon her retirement from Helena College of
Technology.

Book Give Away

In preparations for retiring, Pastor Roger is
letting go of lots of his books. The books in
his office located on the shelves next to the
window are free for the taking. Stop in and see
what you can find. He would be delighted for
you to take some home with you.

June 6th Work Day at Plymouth
We will be having a work day at Plymouth
following worship this Sunday. We encourage
you to wear your working clothes to church
and to bring your gloves,
yard tools, positive
dispositions, and
SUNSCREEN! It’s
supposed to be a hot one!
PS. There will be food!

Charlotte Dike on MTPBS
Charlotte Dike (our music director and worship musician) will be making an appearance
on Live From Home on Montana PBS:
Thursday, June 17th, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 19th, 10:00 p.m.
Monday, June 21st, 2:00 p.m.
The program will also be available on the
MTPBS website (www.montanapbs.org), the
MTPBS Facebook page, and on YouTube after
airing. In addition to broadcast and later
viewing, it is also available to view streaming
live on their website and Facebook page.

In Our Prayers Today
At Home: Ed Canty, Margaret Miller, Pete McKinley, and Giles Walker. Marty Kohl and Jay
Sheldon as they go through cancer treatment. Jean Goetz as she recovers from hip surgery.
Touchmark: Evelyn Nelson and Art and Clara Gilreath
Hunter’s Point: Marlys Taylor
Please also think about the interim search committee as they prepare to interview candidates and
Pastor Roger Lynn as he prepares for this next chapter of his life.
To add someone to the prayer list, please call the church office at 442-9883 or email pccofficemgr@gmail.com

Women’s Gathering at the Mayer’s
Ladies! We think it’s time to come together again and enjoy each other’s company! It has been a
long year and we’ve missed each other!
Florence Mayer is inviting Plymouth ladies to come to 527 Diehl on Tuesday, June 8th at 10
o’clock. All are welcome!

Pencil in Camp Mimanagish this summer!
Dear Mimanagish friends,
Singing Waters Montana is
thrilled to be working hard toward
a June closing date to purchase
Mimanagish!
We knew there would be hoops
to jump through to qualify with the
Forest Service—some days it feels
like gymnastics! - but we are making progress. Meanwhile, we are
planning for work camps throughout July, followed by a short season of small retreats. Everything is
in pencil until we close; at that moment we will launch our new website and let everyone
know when you can come and what you can do to help! We will need skilled and unskilled
workers of all kinds.
Right now we would like to increase our Board by a few people. We need to focus on
marketing and fundraising (especially grants, etc.) to ensure a solid future for Mimanagish. If
you are interested in helping in this way, we have an application process so we can learn your
strength and discern who will be the best fit for our needs. Please contact John Firehammer
by June 15 (info@singingwatersmontana.org) for more information, to read our Business
Plan, and/or to get an application. We will meet by Zoom until our annual meeting at Camp
in September. Don’t be shy! You may be exactly the person Mimanagish needs right now!
We also need a new Camp Mimanagish logo! Think what might look good on stationary,
shirts, water bottles, and stickers… We will accept submissions until August 15, and we’ll let
our constituents weigh in before we choose. Anyone may submit! Send designs to John at
info@singingwatersmontana.org.
We would love to have volunteer medical help this summer, July—September. We need
a skilled person to keep camp participants safe and healthy. Please contact Cathy Barker at
singingwatersmt@gmail.com.
Calling all artists, board members, nurses, cleaners, painters, builders, haulers, doorhangers, leak-fixers, designers, promoters, retreat leaders… no matter what your talents
and interests, we need you all! Together we will make Mimanagish come back to life with
sparkle and joy and create an exciting future for this special place!
Thank you all,
The Singing Waters Montana Working Group

Please join us on June 27th to Celebrate
Pastor Roger Lynn’s Ministry and Retirement
Potluck Brunch following worship, sign up in the narthex.
United Church of Christ
General Synod 2021
Fully Virtual
For more information:
Generalsynod.org

New Covid-19 Mask Policy
As we continue to deal with Covid-19 related issues our primary concern is the safety and wellbeing of our congregation and our community. Towards that end we strive to make decisions based
on the best guidance available to us. In keeping with the latest CDC guidelines, anyone who has
been fully vaccinated may enter our facility without a face mask or face shield. We will not require proof of vaccination, but we ask for everyone’s responsible and respectful cooperation
with this revised policy, including being respectful of people’s choices about whether or not to
wear a mask. We recommend that anyone who is at higher risk and those who are feeling ill
wear a mask or shield. If someone is wearing a mask, please offer them the courtesy of maintaining appropriate distance. Together we can help to keep each other safe.

As Pastor Roger Prepares To Leave…
As the date for my retirement approaches and I prepare to conclude my ministry with Plymouth, there is a matter I need to address with you. As an Ordained Minister there is a Ministerial Code of Ethics which I am expected to follow. Among the issues addressed in that document, there is a good deal of attention given to maintaining appropriate boundaries between
Minister and Congregation upon the conclusion of the Minister’s service to the Congregation
(in this case through retirement). The distilled version simply states that it is extremely important to establish and follow practices which make it abundantly clear that the departing
Minister is no longer the Pastor of the Congregation. Towards that goal, there is to be no contact for a period of at least one year. This includes email, phone calls, and social media (such
as Facebook). The purpose of this boundary is to facilitate the Congregation’s ability to establish a healthy and vital relationship with their new pastor(s), without interference from residual loyalties to the previous pastor. It is my intention to establish and maintain such boundaries, effective July 1, 2021. This will include “Unfollowing” any of you who are currently
“Friends” with me on Facebook, and I will not respond to any comments you might make on
my Facebook posts. Please know that this is in no way a reflection of my genuine affection
and care for you. I also recognize that all such practices take place within the context of the
real world, where adjustments must be made. Sometime in July I will be moving to New Mexico, at which point the boundaries will be easier to maintain, simply by virtue of physical distance. Until then, while I am still living in Helena, there may be occasions when I see you
around town. Should that occur there is no need to avoid contact. I will gladly greet you and
exchange basic pleasantries. Just know that I will not be discussing anything related to what’s
happening at Plymouth or my former relationship with you as your pastor. Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation in this matter.
It has been my great honor and privilege to share life and ministry with you these past 5+
years. Thank you for sharing yourselves with me so graciously and freely. And it is my fervent
prayer that the future ministry of Plymouth will be filled with life and vitality, including your
relationship with whomever you call to be your new pastor. I have the utmost confidence that
guided by God’s ever-present Spirit this will be true.
In a spirit of deep gratitude,
Roger Lynn

Plymouth Church, U.C.C.
400 S. Oakes St.
Helena, MT 59601

Plymouth’s Mission is to nurture our congregation and the wider community
with acts of love and a vision of God’s image in all things.
Plymouth Church
400 S. Oakes St.
Helena, MT 59601

Office Hours
•

Pastor Roger Lynn: By appointment.

•

Office Manager Gloria Soja: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. (Wed.-Thur.)

•

Bookkeeper Karen Wynne: By appointment.

Contact Us
Church Office: 406.442.9883
Web: www.plymouthmontanaucc.org
Email: pccofficemgr@gmail.com
Also: www.facebook.com/plymouthcongregational

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
In Person and Online

