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Betwixt and Between
Dear Members of Plymouth,
Mark Wilson and I look forward to serving Plymouth Congregational Church during this “inbetween” time while you wait for a new pastor. We have been tasked with these responsibilities:
1. Planning and leading worship (including special services such as funerals) and
empowering worship leaders;
2. Providing pastoral care (including hospital and care facility visits) and spiritual care and
counseling at the church office;
3. Attending church council meetings;
4. Being in good contact with Plymouth’s moderator, Jan Clinard, as well as the UCC’s
regional conference minister, Marc Stewart;
5. Supporting and encouraging Plymouth’s mission to nurture members and the wider
community with acts of love and a vision of God’s image in all things.
Additionally we are going to offer a Bible study for Plymouth members and the Helena
community (see Mark’s article about this program).
The position is part-time, which we will split. Because of prior Sunday supply commitments, you
will see more of Mark in July, but I will be in the office on Mondays and Wednesday each week
from 9-12. Mark will be there Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-12. Plus we are available for
pastoral care in person or by phone and text. Mark can be reached at 439-0024 and I can be
contacted at 431-5134. Please don’t hesitate to call us and be sure to leave a message or text if
you miss us.
Here is the tentative July and August preaching schedule:
July 4 — Steve
Aug. 1 — Steve
July 11 — Mark
Aug. 8 — Steve
July 18 — Mark
Aug. 15 — Mark
July 25 — Mark
Aug. 22 — Steve
Aug. 29 — Steve
(continued on page 2)

Office Hours
Wednesdays: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Thursdays: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
All others by appointment.

(continued from page 1)
Mark and I see our role as being a bridge from the past to the future. We hope to provide steady
pastoral leadership as the council works in the background to call a new pastor.
During this in-between time we promise, to the best of our ability and with God’s help and your
support, to exercise our interim ministry in accordance with the Gospel of Jesus Christ; to preach
and teach the Word of God; to administer the sacraments; and to fulfill the duties of being
pastors.
In Christ,
Steve Brehe
Mark Wilson

United Church of Christ
General Synod 2021
Fully Virtual
For more information:
Generalsynod.org
Couch at the Curb: The Post-Covid Church
(Part III the last of the summary reports on the 2021 Initiative “Who’s Watching the Donkey? The Post Covid Church” which will
appear in full in the January 2022 Annual Report.)

It was gone in the blink of an eye. Prominently
displayed near the intersection of Montana and
Custer was a discarded plaid sofa with a large “Free”
sign leaning against the worn, upholstered arms. It
was gone by the time I returned with a camera. Like
the plaid piece now found to be superfluous, our time
“on the couch” is past. What lays before is informed
by many months of reflection, isolation and
prioritizing; it is a time of great expectations, as we try something new and simultaneously hope
for recognizable traditions. Last summer Roger, Liz, Pat C., and I met via Zoom to discuss an
interesting book called Fishing Tips: How Curiosity Transformed a Community of Faith. From
our time together, we shared many thoughts about Plymouth and the future. As we contemplate
a time of new beginnings, there are three suggestions taken from the book you may want to
consider. One, be optimistic, because bottom-line thinking is fear-based. Two, budget for what
you want, not what you have. Three, practice believing not just what Plymouth is, but what
Plymouth is becoming. So long, old couch; you served a purpose and now it is time to move on.
~ Jennifer Jeffries Thompson

Introducing the Interim Ministers
Mark Wilson retired from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service in 2013, after a 36-year career involving conservation work
in eight states across the country. Mark holds masters degrees in
biology and theology. He teaches Bible classes at the South Hills
Church of Christ and does interim preaching and teaching for
congregations located in the western U.S. Mark and his wife Judy
live in the Montana City area.
Mark’s wife, Judy worked as an administrator in the School Nutrition Program Division of the
Montana Office of Public Instruction prior to her retirement in 2014. Judy and Mark have been
married for 39-years, and they have two sons, Clinton and Travis. Clinton is a nuclear engineer at
the National Laboratory in Idaho Falls, ID. Travis is a production manager for an advertising firm
in Missoula, MT. The entire family loves outdoor sports ranging from backpacking to mountain
biking. Mark is an especially avid fly fisherman.
Mark schedules the theology columns appearing on the Religion Page in the Saturday edition of
the Helena Independent Record.

Stephen (Steve) Brehe is the retired Dean of St. Peter’s Cathedral in Helena, where he served as
pastor for 19 years. Since retirement in 2010 he has served in a variety of ministerial roles,
including an interim ministry in St. George UT, sabbatical coverage, Sunday supply, and shortterm sacramental support. Long, long ago he pinch hit on a couple of Sundays at Plymouth
Congregational Church. He periodically assists at St. Peter’s Cathedral.
Before coming to Helena he served churches in Minneapolis MN, Sparta MI, and Park Ridge IL.
Earlier he was the religion reporter for the St. Louis Globe-Democrat. Before heading to
seminary, he tested the theological waters at Eden Theological Seminary (UCC) in Webster
Groves MO. Walter Brueggemann was his Old Testament professor for a couple of courses. That
experience convinced him the water was just right and the rest is, as they say, history. He writes a
monthly column on the intersection of religion and society for the Helena Independent Record.
Steve is married to Jacqueline (Jackie) Brehe, who retired in 2010 from Carroll College where she
taught biology department. They have two grown sons, Matthew (Katy) and Nathan. They also
have a cat named Zerubbabel (Zerby), named for one of the most important figures in the Bible
who most people don’t know.

So Long, Lots of Love and Best Wishes
Plymouth extends our collective best wishes to four amazing and wonderful members of the
congregation. All are in the process of moving really far, far away.

Via con Dios, All! Don’t forget to write.
We will miss you.

Summer Theology Book Study and Discussion
The Rev. Steve Brehe and Mark Wilson will once again offer a summer theology book study on
four consecutive Wednesdays, July 21st – Aug. 11th, from 10 to 11:30 am, at the UCC Plymouth
Church, 400 S Oakes St, Helena, MT. The book selection is: The Bible Tells Me So: Why Defending
Scripture Has Made Us Unable to Read It, by Peter Enns (© 2014).
Peter Enns is an extremely engaging theological author who writes primarily for “people in the pews.” He says that the intent of his book is to
“expose Christian’s fear-based, contradictory beliefs and show a better
way forward.” If you have some lingering questions about what scripture says, this might be just the book to help you improve your biblical
outlook. You will find the reading to be fascinating, challenging and
hopeful.
Hurry and get your book ordered and plan to join us for coffee and exciting theological discussion starting July 21st. If you have any questions,
call Mark at 406/439-0024, or send an e-mail to Steve at sbrehe912@gmail.com.

In Gratitude
I am grateful to our considerate and caring congregation for the cards, phone calls,
and thoughts and prayers. They have meant a great deal as I travel this glitch in life’s
journey. I feel like there are many angels watching over my family and I. Thank you
one and all.
Forever grateful,
Margy Kohl and Family

In Our Prayers Today
At Home: Ed Canty, Margaret Miller, Pete McKinley, and Giles Walker. Margy Kohl and Jay
Sheldon as they go through cancer treatment. Connie and Jim Erickson as Jim begins cancer
treatment in Florida.
Touchmark: Evelyn Nelson and Art and Clara Gilreath
Hunter’s Point: Marlyce Taylor
Please also think about the interim pastors, Steve Brehe and Mark Wilson, our future dedicated
minister, and Pastor Roger Lynn as he moves to New Mexico.
To add someone to the prayer list, please call the church office at 442-9883 or email pccofficemgr@gmail.com

Moderator’s Message
On June 27, Plymouth Church welcomed many guests and members to participate in Roger Lynn’s
last service as pastor. Carol McKerrow prepared a special altar display reflecting various aspects
of Roger’s life. Robie, Lynn, Boyce, and Hal sang a rousing gospel tune accompanied by Charlotte’s wonderful piano and Jason Slead’s bass. Rev. Marc Stewart led “A Litany of Departure” in
which the congregation released Roger from his ministerial duties. At the end of the service, as
Roger removed his stole and robe, tears were shed. But he left the sanctuary to a round of applause.
We are grateful to the planning work of Rosana Skelton, Carol McKerrow, and others; to countless members of the congregation who prepared and brought food; and to the clean-up crew, with
Lynn Bolin washing dishes and pointing out where to store every last item. Gus Byrom directed
the signing of a stool which was topped with a haiku written by Ed Stevenson.
With our goodbyes said, we move to greeting our team of summer support pastors and look to
the fall in anticipation, when we will be greeting a new pastor.

~ Jan Clinard

Thank You
“Thank You” doesn’t come close to expressing what I want to say, but
the truth is that there are no words adequate enough to do the job. It has
been a great privilege to serve as your pastor for the past six years. I am
deeply grateful for the ways in which you allowed me into your lives. Your
generosity of spirit was on display right to the very last. My final Sunday
was powerfully meaningful for me in more ways than I can count. And
your farewell gift was beyond generous. After 40 years of ministry it was
good and right and true to brings things to a conclusion with the people
of Plymouth. So, adequate or not, I leave you with the words I have available to me – thank you.
~ Roger Lynn

PPP: Plymouth Plants and Pots
Thanks so much to an anonymous donor who contributed to the purchase of bedding plants last summer. Your donation could not be used during 2020 because Covid
had a hand in preventing regular tending and watering. So it was saved for this year.
Thanks, too, to Rosana Skelton and Jennifer Thompson who prepared the pots at the
entrance to the church, and to Dick Mayer who is doing his best to figure out why
the drip system just doesn't quite work right. It takes many hands to tend the garden.

New Covid-19 Mask Policy
As we continue to deal with Covid-19 related issues our primary concern is the safety and wellbeing of our congregation and our community. Towards that end we strive to make decisions based
on the best guidance available to us. In keeping with the latest CDC guidelines, anyone who has
been fully vaccinated may enter our facility without a face mask or face shield. We will not require
proof of vaccination, but we ask for everyone’s responsible and respectful cooperation with this
revised policy, including being respectful of people’s choices about whether or not to wear a
mask. We recommend that anyone who is at higher risk and those who are feeling ill wear a
mask or shield. If someone is wearing a mask, please offer them the courtesy of maintaining
appropriate distance. Together we can help to keep each other safe.

Plymouth Church, U.C.C.
400 S. Oakes St.
Helena, MT 59601

Plymouth’s Mission is to nurture our congregation and the wider community
with acts of love and a vision of God’s image in all things.
Plymouth Church
400 S. Oakes St.
Helena, MT 59601

Office Hours
•

Pastor Roger Lynn: By appointment.

•

Office Manager Gloria Soja: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. (Wed.-Thur.)

•

Bookkeeper Karen Wynne: By appointment.

Contact Us
Church Office: 406.442.9883
Web: www.plymouthmontanaucc.org
Email: pccofficemgr@gmail.com
Also: www.facebook.com/plymouthcongregational

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
In Person and Online

